Perusing through lockers, picking up memories . . .


A letter from Grandpa to in-boot-camp Pvt. Emerson Brand, 17 January 1999:

Hi There!

We received your letter with you said one (1) picture, but they were (3) of them [. So] grandma called your mom to let her know about it and also to ask her if she had received one picture of you and she said no; so we think that you made [sic]a mislay somewhere did you?

What you want us to do with the other two pictures? I am sure you mom would like to have them, which is o.k. With us, if it is the same with you, unless you are already sending them some. 

Also I would like you to know is that your gloves are here, don’t you miss them? Maybe your parents can take them gloves to you at the time of your graduation unless you desire otherwise; also we are taking care of the box of chocolate candy [sic] with the help of Paul and Dadiva when they came to see us once a week, they ask for you.

So you are going to Germany he [sic]? Holland is around [sic] there close to Germany [;] they two countries are were [sic] your two great-grand parents came from in your mom side and south of Germany is Italy[;] remember what your which [sic] is??? Ha ha. (Wish was to meet and marry a pretty Italian girl. Have children; raise a family. He had told Grandpa of that, while boarding with them awaiting his call for boot camp.)

Now getting serious, did you receive my letter (general), not a “General from the army” but a “general letter” were I mention of my experience of “passing away” for a moment? You and I have a similar experience; do you know what I am talking about?

Never forget that Emerson, and of course you should never forget the One that is the reason you and I are still here. Right?

Well Emerson even so I could make this a long letter, I wont [sic], I realize you may be sleepy and tired, in the other hand you maybe enjoy reading so I am sending this reading material that I wrote; I thing [sic] you may find it interesting now. 

Mike Jordan retired this week, and in football I think the Broncos won this after noon playing against the Jets, I think next week it the final games Broncos v.s. Atlanta.

Have a happy time [growing] up.

We love you and pray for you. 

Grandpa.

